


Who hasn’t had a vacation ruined by crummy weather? After all
the planning and excitement, it just doesn’t seem fair when Mother
Nature literally rains on your parade, or worse! With our ever-changing
weather these days vacationing during agreeable seasons is getting
less predictable. As good travelers it’s always best to be prepared for
unexpected downtime, especially when, gosh forbid you are without
Wi-Fi! Packing a real book and a deck of cards is an easy way to assure
you have some form of entertainment when the going gets tough. On
our last family vacation our Crazy Eight’s card game marathon was epic!
And, when it comes to snorkeling or diving, don’t let rainy weather stop

We just couldn’t re-
sist sharing this photo
with our readers.

Our June 2019 cover
model Abrey ‘Tinka’
Phillip happily shows
off his modeling de-
but to his pet while
enjoying some time
with his photographer
uncle Jorge Acosta
back home in Xaibe
Village, Corozal.

We can’t wait to see
his mango harvest for
2020 - and we sure
hope he shares some!

you from enjoying the seascapes, after all, you will get wet! Whatever
the scenario, making the best of an unexpected situation is all we can
do, and chances are you won’t easily forget the vacation that turned
out differently than planned. One thing for certain, come rain or shine,
your vacation in My Beautiful Belize will be unforgettable. Welcome!

Wolfe’s Woofers
A Little Bit

“How is the new baby?” | asked Romy. A -

I was having coffee on the deck at the Holiday Hotel gl y ,_,ﬂ
when Romy joined me at my table. By.DennisWolfe:

“Ugly,” he said. “And that’s no joke. I’'m having
coffee with Don Tomds this morning and | want to find out where the
ugly in his family tree came from.”

“Oy! Don Tomas! Over here,” Romy called, as Don Tomas arrived on
the deck with their coffees.

After we settled down with our drinks, Romy said, “Suegro, after
ten days you and | both know that your new grandchild is ugly. Can
you explain this?”

“I think so,” his father-in-law said. “You came to me and said my
three girls was the most beautiful on the island. You asked permission
to date my daughter Lisa and you told me you wanted to marry her.
Why didn’t you?”

“Lisa has a little bit of a birthmark by her left elbow that | didn’t see at
first. | wanted the perfect girl so | started dating her sister, Margarita.”

“But you never married Margarita, either,” Don Tomds said. “Why?”

“I noticed that the big toe on her right foot turns out,” Romy said.
“It’s just a little bit but it means she’s not perfect.”

“So, you married my youngest daughter Carmen.”

“Who is perfect. | hoped you can explain how she had such an ugly
child.”

“I think so,” Don Tomas said. “My oldest daughter, Lisa had a little
bit of a birthmark, her sister, Margarita had a toe that turns out a little
bit and Carmen was a little bit pregnant.”
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help rehabilitate manatees and monkeys of Belize. Learn more: P. 12
Rain can’t stop the regyae jam or can it?! Our Editor and her family
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Adventurous Firsts:
loring Sa nta Rita

By Janelle Cowo
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A single ancient Maya temple rises along the Corozal Bay in the
outskirts of Belize’s northern-most town of Corozal. Known as Santa
Rita, this archaeological site may not be large, but it does not lack in
splendour. Believed to once have been part of the great coastal Maya
city of Chetumal, occupied from 2000 BC to 1530 AD, Santa Rita is, in
my opinion, the perfect site for my toddler’s first exploration into the
ancient Maya world.

As a travel aficionado, | have been eager to take my little one on
adventures across Belize since the day she was born. Now 19 months
old, Inori is finally ready to take off with momma and explore her little
country. Of course, travelling with a toddler is not always easy, so |
have to shy away from the more remote and challenging destinations.
Located just outside of the heart of Corozal Town, Santa Rita proved to
be the right location for my toddler’s adventure debut. A day trip from
San Pedro Town; our journey began with a quick flight aboard Tropic
Air followed by a short, 15-minute car ride to the site.

Santa Rita is open seven days a week, 8AM to 5PM. A small park fee
of S5BZ for Belizeans and $10BZ for foreign visitors is charged at the
entrances. In Belize, Sundays are considered family day, so Belizeans
enter free at all archeologically sites across the country.

Continued on Page 4
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AENEEUFOUS Firsts
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At its peak in history, archaeologists believe
Santa Rita once covered the entire area of
what today is Corozal Town and enjoyed the
status of being the provincial Maya capital of
Chetumal. However, today only one temple has
been restored. Structure Seven is the tallest of
all the structures at Santa Rita and one of the
few that still exists. The modern-day town of
Corozal was now built over many of the other
ancient temples of Chetumal.

To my curious toddler, Structure Seven rose
high into the skies, and she was eager to reach
the top. The temple is decorated with elaborate
murals showcasing sacrificial rituals. | enjoyed
sharing this piece of history with my daughter.
With every stride she took to climb higher and
higher, | am reminded of the importance it is
to pass down our Belizean heritage to our little
ones. For Inori, this was just the first adventure
of many yet to come!

Fun fact: Almost every year, on the beautiful
grounds of Santa Rita Archaeological Site a cer-
emonial wedding is held. With the help of the
Corozal Chapter of the Belize Tourism Industry
Association (BTIA) and the Corozal House of Cul-
ture, the students of the Corozal Junior College
re-enact the wedding between Maya Princess
Tzazil-Ha and Spanish Conquistador Gonzalo
Guerrero. The grand event is not only a tribute
at keeping the Maya culture alive, but a chance
to relive history. It’s usually held in December of
each year, but the exact details and date aren’t
available until closer to the date.
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SALT LIFE

B ELITZE

Southern San Pedro is a fast developing area on Ambergris Caye
and full of life - Salt Life Belize is situated on the west side of the
island right on the edge of the majestic fly fishing flats of
Ambergris Caye and is home to some of the most beautiful
sunsets in the world. The development will feature the perfect
balance of rugged adventure, world-class fishing, diving and
snorkeling, a pristine beach club and authenticc, modern
accommodation.

Qur Py

STUDIO | 540 SQ.FT

15T OR 2ND FLOOR CANAL-FRONT LACOON VIEW STUDIO

All glass front floor to ceiling windows from corner to corner, fully
appointed kitchenette, in-room washer/dryer. generous
bathrooms and king bedrooms.

First units already under construction to be completed in early
2020.

KING | 810 SQFT
15T OR 2ND FLOOR CANAL-FRONT LAGOON VIEW 1 BEDROOM CONDO

All glass front floor to ceiling windows from corner to corner, fully
appointed kitchenette, in-room washer/dryer, double sink
bathrooms and the option for 1 king or 1 double beds in each
unit. 1 bedroom condos can have private bedrooms or the
option to keep the entire unit open as a large studio.

Boat access and parking
Balconies on the water

IMPERIAL | 1050 SQ.FT
1ST. 2ND OR 3RD FLOOR WATERFRONT 2 BEDROOM CONDOS
All glass front floor to ceiling windows from corner to corner,

kitchens with full size appliances, in-room washer/dryer, double
sink bathrooms with two masters for king beds.

2 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
Optional Lock-Off rooms

Boat access and parking
Balconies on the water

sales@saltlifebelize.com
Ph: 001-501-636-5752
or 1-800-669-6970

Ambergris Caye | Belize
www.saltlifebelize.com

SALT LIFE BELIZE RESORT + SALT LIFE FLY - SALT BEACH CLUB

THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.




It didn't matter that the sun was beating down along Miami Beach in
the Corozal Bay. People were out and about, and all along a stretch of
concrete walls, the sound of spraying, the smell of paint and the sight
of colors came together. Artists from as far as Cuba, Mexico, El Salvador
and of course, Belize, took turns creating masterpieces in graffiti style
at Corozal's second annual Graffiti Festival.

After the success of the 2019 Graffiti Festival, organizers at the Coro-
zal House of Culture decided to continue this beautiful, artsy and fun
tradition. Corozal itself has much beauty to boast about, and it is fast
becoming known as one of the most colorful towns in Belize. Businesses
along the Bay happily lent their wall space, and volunteers even joined
forces to prep and condition them beforehand. Do you ever remember
wanting to take your colorful crayons and markers to the living room
walls as a child? These lucky artists get to live out those dreams!

Of course, being that it was a community effort, there was a theme:
"Ancient Chactemal." Primarily populated by Mestizo-Maya, Corozal has
a group of fiercely proud Maya people who are pleased to honor their
ancestors. Focusing on the Maya roots that go deep throughout Coro-
zal/Chactemal, the theme brings to life what we imagine our ancestors
dreamed and spoke of. Fierce warriors, the mighty jaguar, the famous
jade head, a colorful bird, text and more took shape throughout the day,
with curious onlookers taking pictures each time to map their progress.
Under a swathe of tents, vendors
- and other artists had their works on
display. Paintings in a variety of styles
by different artists (including body paint-
ing), jewellery, homemade ice cream,
coconut soaps and oils, handmade
reusable bags and purses, and educa-
tional booths - there was something
for every age and interest. It was a true
community effort, one that brought art
in all its forms to life on a bright Sun-
day in Corozal. Along the bay, sailboats
whizzed past, sailors taking guests out
- for a fun ride to enjoy the art of sailing
| too. On the stage, the Caribbean Roots

Every February 15%, | start won-
dering what lobster fishermen get
up to during the closed season.
From June 15™ to February 14,
they have been working their
traps and heading out to check
on their catch, cleaning and selling
them for our consumption and for
export. But lobsters need to go on
honeymoon for a bit, so they can
make more delicious babies for
years to come. That means no lob-
ster fishing, and it means my mind
wonders what these fishermen
are up to during the off season.

I mean, | think | have an idea:
*cleaning, fixing and upgrading
their traps

*sorting their gear

and glitter never hurt)

*nap (often)

Page 6 My Beautiful Belize, A Visitor’s Guide - San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize

*meeting with clients and figuring out their next season's requests
*working on their new season's fishing outfits (I hear a little dazzle

*perfecting their lobster BBQ recipe

*meet up with their fishermen friends and have a cold one at Cho-
lo's...told you my imagination was wild and silly!

band struck up a variety of tunes, their sound carrying in the air and
adding to the very local festivities. To an outsider, it was like a step
back into the days of village life, elevated with a well-organized in-
ternational art display, but with a very Belizean flavor. You just must
attend their next festival and see for yourself!

Congratulations to the Corozal House of Culture, which under the
auspices of the National Institute of Culture and History, is determined
to promote and celebrate all things Belizean, cultural and historic.
Their efforts at celebrating creative expression was a success, and
next year’s event already seems like it will be a blast. Mark your
calendars for the Corozal Graffiti Festival 2021, to be held on Sunday,
January 31, 2021.

By Mary Gonzalez

However, the not-so-fun reality is
that we don't actually have full-time
lobster fishermen. Our guys are year-
round HARD workers - who definitely
deserve to grab a cold one at Cholo's
after a long day!

As such, when one season closes,
another opens, and thus our fishermen
friends might rest a couple days before
heading back out to get conch. Some
are certified tour guides who take visi-
tors out to snorkel, dive and picnic. They
also go fishing both in and out of the
reef, their catch landing at restaurants
across theisland. There isn't an off-sea-
son for these hard workers. But come
June 15", they're back with our favorite
crustacean. Their gear might even be a
little bedazzled...maybe...okay, maybe
just their Yeti cup (those seem to be a
thing) — no judging!
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PIRATE’S TREASURE - A unique
__ dining experience with their
L2 Chef’s Table. Watch as Chef Mar
7 prepares a fresh 3-course Belizean

meal over a coconut-husk fire
while you enjoy refreshing cocktails and island
vibes. Regular Menu always available without
reservations. 4PM to 10PM. 668-2156.
CROCS SUNSET SPORTS
BAR: The newest bar north
of the bridge, with refreshing
cocktails, bar food, killer sunset
views and all the games on
large-screen TVs. Book upstairs bar for private
events. Open from 11am everyday.

: THE TRUCK STOP: Belize’s
first shipping container food
park. Come try the different
exciting options from our
food trucks, play backyard
games, or cool off with a sundae from our ice

cream shop.
(A%LJA to Sunday from 5:30Pm
mmwsvesssTmme 1 10DM, Aqua Belize
offers an elevate seafood and steakhouse
dining experience. Located 1 mile north of San
Pedro Town inside Caribeville. Sushi nights on
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Reservation
highly recommended: 226-4001
AJITAPA BAR RESTAURANT:
‘( & Beachfrontdininginaromantic
setting. One of a kind 5-Star
Tapa Bar and Restaurant
situated on the enchanting
island of Ambergris Caye. Breakfast: 8AM-
10:30AM, Dinner: 5PM-10PM, every day except
Tuesdays. Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday for
lunch. Call +501-226-4047 for reservations.
PORTOFINO RESTAURANT
'-':";»h' - Enjoy our Euro-Caribbean
“A ‘( inspired menu and spectacular
<\ ' Caribbean views. Also offering
a full VEGETARIAN Menu. For Reservations
& Free Transportation, please call 226-5096
or 678-5096.
PIRATE’S NOT SO SECRET
4% BEACH BAR & GRILL: The
es . island’s trending destination;
wgdneaes adventure to SECRET BEACH!
Soak up the sun or take a dip in crystal clear
shallow waters accompanied with island music,
refreshing cocktails, gourmet lunch menu by
AWARD WINNING CHEF. Credit Cards Accepted.
Open daily 10am to SUNSET!
RAIN: Located 1 mile north
of San Pedro Town inside
Caribeville, Rain Restaurant
and Rooftop Terrace offers
unobstructed views of the Caribbean Sea
and Lagoon for the perfect atmosphere to
dine. Open daily from 7AM to 10PM serving
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

AQUA: Open Tuesday

TAPABAR RESTAURANT

‘
amn
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MARBUCKS COFFEE HOUSE -
Specialty Coffee Drinks - both hot
& cold; fresh fruit smoothies and
baked goods. Join us for Thursday
Wine Fun, 4PM-7PM and our
delicious Sunday brunch (with mimosas!).
Located just off the main road in Tres Cocos,
before the Truck Stop. Like us
on Facebook and keep up with
(W parrot the fun!

Ty BeachiBar THE GREEN PARROT - Eats and
treats. Relax on the patio, sip your favorite
island drink gaze out at the azure Caribbean
Sea, take a dip in the pool and enjoy our great
beach bar. Friendly staff always on hand 6 miles
north of town. Open daily from 9AM-9PM. For
complimentary boat transportation please call
226-5096/ 678-5096.
MARUBA BEACH KLUB @ Secret
Beach - The ultimate beach club
" offering butler beach and water

service, daybeds, lounge chairs,
: gastronomic wonders, cocktails
and great chill vibe. Sister company of the world
famous Maruba Resort Jungle Spa known for
its Signature Spa treatments, service and style.
Open 8am — 6pm, Phone 610-3779. Find us on
Facebook

MEDICAL SERVICE

| Belize Medical Associates Offering day time med-

: ical services including

@ physician consultations,

full clinical laboratory,

full pharmacy, digital

X-rays and ultrasound services; walk-ins are

welcome. Open Monday to Saturday from 8AM

to 5PM. Located 1 mile north of San Pedro
Town. Contact info: 226-2262 and 226-2721

The biggest little
2 grocery store on

PERO E"RJ Ambergris Caye,
located 4.5 miles North of San Pedro Town,
it’sa must see! Open Everyday 8AM-6PM. You
can call us at 226-4290 or also order online at
www.matagrandegrocery.com .... we DELIVER!
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ATS & [REATS

IG{EHA IGUANA JUAN’S: Thoughtful burgers, killer vegetarian, creative

cocktails and more, served with an eclectic vibe overlooking Back

J‘.]KH 8 Street! Specializing in American and Central American dishes. We're
[ AN PEDROCBELDE.C A )

‘Conveniently’ Located Upstairs, of an Old Building, on a Back Street,
on an Island, in Central America... Come Find Us!

munity in times of need.

ParTY PARTY

9. WAHOO’S LOUNGE: We are home to
269 the WORLD FAMOUS CHICKEN DROP!
g2 Thursday nights starting at 6PM. Drink
specials, games and an amazing view
of the reef. Located on the beach at the Spindrift Hotel.

226-2002.
mevsLkas
WANT RUM? GOT IT! 100% Belizean
Rums. Travellers Liquors FACTORY OUTLET %EUZEAN
RUNM

and showroom! Home of world class and

www.onebamalum.com

award winning rums. Wholesale and retail.
Daily complementary rum tastings of over 25 products!
www.facebook.com/wantrum #15 Pescador Drive 226-
4690.

PALAPA BAR AND GRILL: On the Wet
Willy’s Dock. Daily 11am — 11pm. Relax
on the inner-tubes and have your bucket
of ice cold beers lowered to you. Out-
door seating, awesome smoked food, cheeseburgers,
seafood and tropical drinks and an astonishing view!
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THE SAN PEDRO LIONS CLUB Join us on Fridays for fun bingo (7PM) and de-
licious chicken BBQ (from noon). All proceeds go back to assisting the com-

Hon. Louis
Sylvestre
Stadium
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Puzzle on Page 7
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ADVERTISE ON OUR MAP!

Rates start at $150 per month!!
For ad rates and
story opportunities,
email us at:
hello@mybeautifulbelize.com

B wju/Belize

TRAVEL PUBLICATION

WWW.MYBEAUTIFULBELIZE.COM

February 2020
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Pescador Drive

f Drive
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NI OIZE=Nee) GRANIEL’'S DREAMLAND:
Exotic Hard Woods and
Mahogany Products made locally. Gift Items, indoor and
outdoor furniture, carvings, and custom-made orders.
Worldwide Shipping. Free Delivery to Hotel, Airport
or Boat within town limits. 226- 2938, Pescador Drive.
granielsdreamland2@yahoo.com,
www.granielsdreamlandbelize.com
Facebook: Graniels Dreamland
{} BELIZE CHOCOLATE COMPANY: The ﬁrst ever
chocolate boutique in Belize, makes bean to bar
chocolate on Ambergris Caye, together with
delicious truffles, tasty hot and cold chocolate
drinks and unique chocolate gifts. Located on Front Street.
Call 226 3015.
“12” is the only shop in Belize that features
only Belizean made luxury products &
gifts suitable for both locals and tourists.
Featuring exclusive items from around the
country from soaps & scrubs to handbags
& sauces, we ship same day throughout Belize.
www.12belize.com 670-5272.
HAVANA CIGARS BELIZE: Our walk-in humidor
stocks an ever changing selection of some
of the finest hand-made cigars from Cuba,
Central America, and the Caribbean. We also
offer an air-conditioned smoking lounge with
a full bar and café. On Front Street, across from Holiday
Hotel. 226-4576 Find us on TripAdvisor!
ISLAND DREAM TOURS: Specializing in Sunset Dinner
Cruises (Gourmet, Buffet) Booze Cruise and Private
Charters — you design your own dream on-the-water

February 2020
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tour! Cruise includes wine, fresh fruits and hand-crafted
cocktails! Join the Fun!! 615-9656! Like us on facebook.
com/islanddreamtours
GEORGIE’S CRUST & CRUMBS: located
inside “The Gallery” of San Pedro. The best
Gourmet Pies from the “Pie Queen” with
First Class Fresh Ingredients alongside The ™
Largest Collection of Paintings in Belize. 2 $==-8 ©
1/2 blocks North of the Roundabout. Pies: ° '
615-9327 Art: 226-4304.
}l XSITE BELIZE SAILING AND ADVENTURES:
@ Come sail on our live aboard catamaran.
XSITE BELIZE For more information on Day Sailing Trips,
LG o AENTRES Qne Night Sailing w/Camping & Fishing
and Multiple Day Charters, contact 501-610-0226 or
xsitebelize@yahoo.com.

CRYSTAL AUTO RENTALS - 2 BZ locations: Philip S.W. Goldson
International Airport and 5 Miles Northern Highway. Free
shuttle service to and from our Belize City office to anywhere
in Belize City. Tel: 011-501-223-1600 Fax: 011-501-223-1900
(direct dialing from U.S.A.) Toll Free in Belize: 0-800-777-7777
Email: reservations@crystal-belize.com or visit our website at
http://crystal-belize.com

COASTAL XPRESS WATER TAXI —Scheduled ferry service & water
taxi for Ambergris Caye. Phone 226-3007.

GET TRANSFERS - Executive transfer and tour services anywhere
in Belize: Chetumal, Cancun, Quintana Roo & even Merida and
Guatemala. Phone: 422-2485 (Fx: 422-3511) or email: info@
gettransfers.com.

RAINBOW TAXI — Caye Caulker golf cart; guided island tours;
reliable service. 226-0123. Minerva: 661-6254 or Champ 602-
8136.

“The Ballery™

f Qs Plociro L
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Important Information

Belize Tourism Board - 227-2419. American Crocodile Education

Belize Tourism Industry Association Sanctuary/ACES — Don’t take matters
(BTIA) - 227-5717. into your own hands. Call 623-7920 for
Belize Hotel Association - 223-0669, crocodile problems.

bha@btl.net Saga Society A non-profit “humane
San Pedro Tourist Guide Association society” to address the stray cat and
226-2391. dog population in San Pedro. Phone

San Pedro Police Department: 226-3266.
206-2022 SP Town Library - 206-2028.

Dr. Otto Rodriguez San Pedro Poly-  SP Post Office - 206-2260.

Clinic Il: 226-2536 National Aids Commission Island

AA Meetings: Monday —Saturday, Committee (NACIC) - HIV Testing/

6PM, #5 Boca Del Rio. 226-2020. Treatment/Stigma and Discrimination
Every Tuesday & Friday, 12 noonat  and Pre and Post Test Counseling.

the Catholic parish hall. Front street, 650-7021.

630-0752. Hope Haven: 226-2333

Al-Anon Meetings: Wednesdays, Rotary Club of Ambergris Caye: Join Ro-
5:30PM, SP Catholic Church Hall. tary at our weekly meetings, Wednes-
islabonitaalanon@yahoo.com days at 11:45am, Banyan Bay Villas.
Narcotics Anonymous: By request at Find us on Facebook!

623-0316. Ambergris Caye Masonic Lodge -
Emergency Veterinarian care: 610- ambergriscayemasoniclodge@gmail.com
3647 672-2265
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By Janelle Cowo

We have officially kissed the New Year goodbye and are now embracing
2020's exciting happenings. February has much to offer, not only is it the month
of love but also signals the arrival of El Gran Carnaval de San Pedro!

Planning on spending Valentine’s Day on Ambergris Caye? There’s no shortage
of romantic venues on La Isla Bonita! From dinners overlooking a warm sunset
at Rain Restaurant and Rooftop Terrace to a cruise onboard the YOLO, we can
help you impress your special date! ] r
Start off with some gifts...

Itisn’t Valentine’s Day without chocolates,
and the Belize Chocolate Company is the pal-
ace to go for handmade Belizean chocolate
that is sure to delight. If you are looking for
more artisanal pieces that are sure to make
your better half feel extra special, check out
12 Belize and The Gallery of San Pedro for a
truly artistic and unique gift. And let’s not
forget to stop on by Graniel’s Dreamland for
a wooden masterpiece or Havana Cigars for _
the cigar aficionado in your life.

And end with a meal...

Be the MVP this Valentine’s and impress
your special someone with a seafood feast
at Aqua Seafood Restaurant and Steakhouse
or enjoy tapas under a starry night at Aji
Tapas Restaurant and Bar, both are located |
just north of Sir Barry Bowen Bridge. If you |
find yourself south of the island, the intimate 5
fine dining at La Palmilla at the Victoria House
will surely delight. A little closer to the town
center is Casa Picasso, offering a terrace or
indoor dining options. There is no shortage
of dining experiences on Ambergris Caye!
Experience El Gran Carnaval de San Pedro!

As unique as the cul-
ture behind it, El Gran
Carnaval de San Pedro
is a festival of color and
sounds. The festivity,
synonymous with the
Mestizo culture, is be-
lieved to allow people to
have fun before heading
into the solemn Lenten
Season. This year, Carna-
val will start on Saturday,
February 22nd with the
2nd Annual Carnaval Pa-
rade and Fiesta Block Party. Come out and party with DJ Debbie and Titans
Mas Band as the festive Carnaval celebration begins. The fun continues with
three days of painting and comparsa dancing from Sunday, February 23rd to
Tuesday, February 25th. The celebration ends on Ash Wednesday, February
26th with the reading of Juan Carnaval’s last will and testimony followed by
his ceremonial burning.

Like any festival, there are a
couple of regulations in place
to ensure a safe environment
forall. Itis recommended that
only children paint on Sunday.
NO painting of comparsa par-
ticipants, properties, signs, ve-
hicles, and people in uniform
or coming from work; no oil
paint or spray paint; no bottle
squeezers will be allowed;
no throwing of eggs or use
of rotten eggs and painters are asked to respect tourists unless they want to
participate. The painting zones include the beachfront from Ruby’s Hotel to the
cemetery area and Barrier Reef Drive. Non-painters are recommended to avoid
the painting zones. Barrier Reef Drive will be closed to all vehicular trafficand no
parking will be allowed on either Barrier Reef Drive or Pescador Drive between
1PM to 7PM on all Carnaval days. Both the San Pedro Police Department and
San Pedro Traffic Department will be enforcing the rules and regulations of the
Carnaval celebration along with the designated areas. Comparsas will perform
along Angel Coral Street, Pescador Drive, and Barrier Reef Drive.

“Vivelo y Gozalo” - join us in living and enjoying El Carnaval!

February 2020

My Beautiful Belize, A Visitor’s Guide - San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize

Ambergris Caye’s only
rooftop restaurant
with unobstructed views of
the Caribbean Sea & Lagoon

Open Everyday: 7AM - 10PM
For reservations: 226-4000

1 Mile North,
San Pedro,
Caribeville

A@-UA

SUSHI/ SEI\FOOD & STEAKHOUSE

OPEN TUESDAY TO SUSH' EVERY
SUNDAY 5:30PM TO 10PM %ERE;SIE\S*'?Q?Q\B
Reservations at 226-4001 SATURDAY
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Who doesn’t love monkeys and
manatees? The two creatures are
synonymous when conjuring up
images of wild Belize, and both
are in dire need of protection.
Our country is fortunate to have
many individuals and non-prof-
it organizations dedicated to
protecting and preserving their
vital habitats, with one, who for
the last 30 years, also caring for
them when injured or orphaned.
Often painstakingly nursing them
back to health, the grand reward
is when sometimes years later,
the creatures are successfully
released back into their natural
home.

Wildtracks, founded by the
dynamic British duo Zoe and
Paul Walker, started their good
work in 1990 and was registered
as an NGO in 1996. Located near
Sarteneja, the largest tradition-
al fishing community in Belize
within the Corozal District, their
altruistic organization not only
rescues, cares for and rehabil-
itates monkeys and manatees
but other threatened species as
well. Their efforts expand to four
different issues; awareness and
outreach, sustainable develop-
ment, threatened species, and
habitat conservation.

Conservation education, com-
munity outreach, and aware-
ness are essential ingredients
in developing an appreciation
and commitment to wildlife and
habitat preservation. Wildtracks
outreach programs focus on
local schools where they offer
hands-on activities to students
inside and out of the classroom.
Through learning about terres-

trial and marine ecosystems and their delicate balance, students
earn a better understanding of why it is important to protect them.
Past students have grown to be environmental stewards, now lead-
ing conservation organizations, sustainable tourism initiatives, and
inspiring new generations - demonstrating the success of sustained
outreach programs.

Balancing conservation and sustainable development are vital to
maintaining important habitats while accommodating human progress
and growth. Working closely with stakeholders in identifying solutions
to sustainable development issues, Wildtracks participates in building
community capacity and mentors’ organizations to meet this balance.
Locally they partner with the village of Sarteneja in improving the
sustainability of the local fishery and promote income diversification.
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Nationally they have offered facil-
itation in national planning for bi-
odiversity and sustainable devel-
opment, playing important roles
in the development of Belize’s
National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan and the Belize Report
to the Convention on Biological
Diversity for the Government
of Belize to name a few. They
passionately advocate for habitat
conservation, collaborating with
the community, nonprofit organ-
izations, the tourism industry, and
natural resource consumers and
manage two privately protected
areas in the Corozal District, Fire-
burn and Balam Na.

In concert with govern-
ment and non-profit organi-
zations for the conservation
of threatened species, their
rescue and rehabilitation
programs care for injured
or orphaned primates and
manatees. As the only rehab
center in the county, they
also receive primates con-
fiscated by the Belize Forest
Department. There are two
species of primates in Belize,
Geoffroy's spider monkey,
and the Yucatan black howler
monkey. Globally they are
both endangered, and in
Belize, their populations are
threatened by the illegal pet
trade and deforestation. Re-
habilitation can be a lengthy
process, taking months, even
years before one is ready for
wild release.

February 2020

The Antillean manatee, a sub-species of the
West Indian manatee, is globally endangered
as well. With a regional stronghold in Belize of
an estimated population between 700 to 1,000,
these ‘sea cows’ are facing a rapid decline due
to boat collisions and reduced habitat. Utilizing
a team of manatee vets and biologists, their
renowned Manatee Rehabilitation Center,
established in 2000, is critical to the care of
distressed manatees. They have successfully
released six manatees back into the wild and
have eight more currently in care, preparing
for release in the coming years. With the wild
population so low it is important that when
possible, rehabilitated individuals are returned
to the wild to contribute to their dwindling
population.

None of this could be possible without the
Wildtracks Volunteer Program, where count-
less volunteers have assisted them from the
beginning. Receiving invaluable hands-on ex-
perience for those studying the many facets of
Wildtracks’ mission, or for those who just want
to help, their time spent can be grueling, with
attentive critter care 24/7, late-night feedings,
cleaning cages and of course plenty of poop.
But the rewards far outweigh the challenges,
and the feeling of nursing an animal back to
health and releasing it back to its wild home
is priceless. Working with other organizations
is also essential to their success, and they are
proud to partner with the Government of Be-
lize Forest Department and collaborate with
national and international NGO’s such as the
Save the Manatee Club, Huston Zoo, Belize
Wildlife, and Referral Clinic and the Sarteneja
Alliance of Conservation and Development. As
a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation registered
in the USA, essential tax-deductible funding
comes from like-minded organizations and
individuals who share their commitment to
conserving wildlife while building a sustaina-
ble future for all. For more information about
Wildtracks and how you can donate, please
visit their website at www.wildtracksusa.org.

Luxury Vacation Rentals
Need Luxury Solutions
Want to know your home's
full rental potential?

UtopianLVH.com * (501) 610-3566
p (501)
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It was a family post-Christmas vacation we had planned for
months. With my sister and son joining us in Belize from frigid
Wyoming, along with my husband, son and 85-year-old mother,
we were destined for a remote island off the southern coast of
Belize. Here we would spend four days in glorious sunshine and
crystal-clear Caribbean waters where we planned to dive, snorkel,
paddleboard, kayak, eat too much, laze in hammocks drinking one- g
too-many Belikin beers and even read a book while decompressing -
after the ever-so-hectic holiday hysteria. We were well-prepared
_m.lgiﬂr#g%eck | even gifted everyone colorful long-sleeved -

swim ect us from all that sun! In hindsight, | see this e
”e irs nxing us. Bring an umhrella and it won't rain,
3 er will make

We were headed to the Isla Marisol Resort Dive Resort on the
Southwest Caye of Glover’s Reef Atoll some 36 miles west of the
Dan _gnga coastline. This area is Iocated W|th|n a Unlted Nations World

lere's w/mﬁ& coming wp in .rw»m,, L\

February 8-9*" |, February 14 Maui Jim Live Concert
‘ » 5:30PM ‘

Placenc dewalk Art Festival, February 15th - The Truck Stop,

L& Placencia Peninsula Sidewalk February 18th -~ Palapa Bar and Grill, 6PM
‘ Febiuary 20th"- Crazy Canucks, 4PM
N

Eebruary 22

Back to Prom at Cr'a‘zy
Canucks Beach Bar and

BRGrill, starting at 7PM

Februé‘ry 29t
10" annual Street
Art Festlval on/Albert
Street downtown
Belize City

For More Information March 6t-9t"
on Trips and Overnight Charters: La Ruta Maya
011-501-610-0226 River Challenge
XsiteBelize@yahoo.com

Page 14 My Beautiful Belize, A Visitor’s Guide - San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize February 2020




More than an hour later, after passing a handful of tiny islands, some
dotted with colorful cabafias, we reach our picturesque destination.
Managers Mora and Letty welcome us at the dock and give a briefing
about our island home. Power by day is solar and wind, while in the
evening a generator takes over. Meals are served three times a day
in their common dining/lodge area, offering delicious Belizean and
American homemade dishes enjoyed in a casual, communal atmos-
phere, and they ask if anyone has special dietary requirements they can
accommodate. Guests are welcome to use the kayaks and paddleboats
that rest on the nearby beach and they point out the ever-so-important
bar at the end of a dock across from the main lodge. Now that we are
fully informed Letty escorts us to our cabins.

Cozy, cute and clean, two of our three cabafias rest at the water’s
edge overlooking the expanse of the blue sea. Our creature comforts
include hot water in the shower and air conditioning available at night.
Complete with a nice porch and requisite hammock, the stage is set for
some serious relaxing. After a tasty dinner of grilled Wahoo steaks, we
enthusiastically plan our next day of vacation fun. As we fall asleep with
visions of sunbathing and snorkeling dancing in our heads, the clouds
start rolling in and the wind begins to howl.

TAKING THE ORDINARY AND MAKING IT EXTRAORDINARY

AIR CONDITIONED DINING ROOM
&
OPEN AIR TERRACE

CHECK OUT OUR MENU & MAKE RESERVATIONS ONLINE AT WWW.CASAPICASSOBZ.COM
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The following day my sister and | chase the sunshine with our beach
chairs whenever it manages to break through the clouds. We imagine
how pretty the area would be if the sun revealed its beauty, and the
blue in the water is just vibrant enough to confirm that it is indeed there.
Little did we know that would be the last we’d see of the sun for the
next three days. Despite the cloudy day the weather still allowed for
some diving where my hubby and son enjoyed exploring the nearby
reef with Divemaster Mora and other guests. We hoped the next day
would bring better weather, but Mother Nature had other plans. Be-
lizeans call the rain ‘wet blessings from the sky,’ and over the next two
days, we were properly baptized. The wind was relentless, the clouds
dark and angry, the sea churned and the ‘sky juice’ rained down on
us. We braved the weather and managed to explore all 18 acres of the
island and beachcombed along a long stretch of exposed reef that had
succumbed to the elements.

We played Yahtzee and cards games for hours and were thankful we
had brought a set of Bocce balls to play under the shelter of coconut
trees. We had our share of beers and | even read a book. With limited
internet access and more than thirty miles of water between us and
the mainland, stranded on an island in the Caribbean took on a whole
new meaning! We managed to get in one afternoon of snorkeling and
diving, and | could only imagine how beautiful the seascapes would
have been if the conditions were better.

Despite the terrible weather, we made the most of it. It’s not the
nice people at Isla Marisol’s fault that my sister claims it was the worst
vacation...ever, and we all agreed if the weather had been better our
stay would have been fabulous. On their website, they warn that the
transport boat may not be covered, and you might get wet. As we board
the vessel on departure day, we are decked out in lifejackets and large
black plastic bags. Our captain does his best to skirt around pockets
of rain but between the choppy water and drizzle, we are soaked by
the time we return to Dangriga. As we wait for our flight back to Belize
City, my octogenarian mother exclaims, “Well, that was fun; | would
go back again,” and yes mother, I'd do it all over again too, but first I'd
check the weather forecast!

For more information about the family-owned and operated Isla Mari-
sol Dive Resort, please visit their website at www.islamarisolresort.com.

; SNORKELING CRUISES
ISLAND

SUNSET CRUISES
DREAM TOURS PRIVATE BOAT CHARTERS

-
M

—

BOOK DIRECTLY ON OUR WEBSITE
XPERIE ETHE D!FFERENCE ABOARD
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SECRET BEACH ® SAN PEDRO ® AMBERGRIS CAYE

A #1/BEACH CLUB IN BELIZE
W 7 ~ +501.610.3779 OR 610.3775
OPEN 8A - 5P




