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From the Editor Tamara Sniffin IN THIS ISSUE:

AN this talk of festivals has me excited!!] First, we have the Belize  Caracel Maya SIe: The jewel of Belize's Maya heritage, Caracol is
Chacalate Festval in May followed by three different Lobster Fésts n believed to have once housed up to 200,000 people at aneé point
June, We are talking about two of my FAVORITE things! What makes To walk among the temples is to live history. P. 3
these celebrations extra special is not only the party in our mouths Birding on the Beach: vou never now what you' || sturmble scross when
but the anrna.r.lng cultures each one embraces. In Toledo, the cradie of walking cur beaches. Evenif you're not an avid birder, when you meet

cacac, the Maya, Crecle, and Garifuna  thes litthe featherned friends, it sure is fun to try and identify them| P 6
cultures are vibrant with food, music.  plapa's Bl BeaIt: An integral part of the community, Palapa is a
and dance. The trio of Lobster Fasti- 3|00 blend of fun and community-mindedness! P, 11
vals showcase their unique locatiens | gaeaer Fastivals galore: Please make sure to attend at least one of
as well, with San Pedro taking it 108 000 theae amazing festivals celebrating the Spiny Lobster! Whethes
UM I-:'-u:l:.lhcnnla_ln:Irm-uuraf\'l; San Pedro, Placencia or Caye Caulker, you're bound to enjoy. P12
e o U ol L Chocolale is King: speaking of festivals, how about the one that

o &t their big block party, Caye Caulker 3
: *_,, holds fast to their go-slow roots with celebrates all things Chooolate in Toledo? P 13

SECRME] 1 0 cteaet lined with grills smoking Ksiled 19 s3Il aWaY: Being on 2 catamaran, snorkeling at leisure,
with lobster cooked the old schoal way. Nothing tastes better than  ®3ling, relaxing, ahhh - all with Xsite Sailing! P. 15
fresh lobster straight off the grill, smothered in butter and dashed with
a squeeze of lime julce. Add an lce-cold Belikin to the mixand |He den't WherE

gat much better] In Placenda, it"s a beach party vibe, hopping with = -
miusie, dancing. grilling, and merrymaking. No matter what festhalvou | |IR} B EI |IE? |
find yourself at, the culture is as rich as the food. \We hope that while
you wisit our country, your travels take you toone of these fine festivals | Despte i relaively small
where you are sure to enjoy the very best of My Beautiful Belize! square mileage, 2 lot of

Wolfe’s Woofers

There ane oo many heddan
Compliments

ookl that may never
“Bob and Audrey are corming over tonight,” Sherry

ba dizcovered By all. Wa
can’t tell you how often it
said, "Audrey wanis to see the painting | did for Nancy
before | daliver it,”

it we take the wrong turm
o & dirt noacd, only
to find sursehes feeling
like voi're in & whale raw
world. it's the beauty of

| was wery nice to our company. They would hawve exploring 8 place that

rievier guessed | was dying to be walching the Friday night boxing ramaing relatvely

miatch on TV, undeveloped, and

“It"s a beautiful painting,” Audrey told Sherry ower a glass of wine. “You if you're ug far the

misst have sorme wonderful paints and brushes.” ok gl b

“Thank you very much,” Sherry said. i

She sounded so sincere that I'm the only one who knew she was To join our guessing game, follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
boiling mad. Twitter @mybeautifulbelize, using the hashtag fwhereinbelize.
“What kind of compliment was that " she asked, after Bob and Audrey You can also send us your images of mystery locations to add to
laft our puessing game! Send them to hallo@mybeautifulbelize.com

“|t saunded like & compliment to me,” | said, and join the fun|

“Mo, it wasn't. It sounded like she thinks the reason the painting is
good it because | have such woandaerful paints and brushes. You notice

For ad rates and story opportunities, email us at :

she didn't mention anything like talent or skill or that | might be a hello@mybeautifulbelize.com
decent artist” For detailed stories and many more beautiful
Yesterday afterncon Sherry tock a phone call from Audney asking us photos, visit wwsw.mybeautifulbel ize.com
ta dinner. Published by The San Pedro Sun LTD.

“Doiadl | just héar you Say vou'ne laoking forward to dinner tonight #t Bob

and A&udrey’s?™ | asked. a .
“You cartainly did We're Social! Follow Us:
“After last week’s visit from them?” @mybeautifulbelize

Y wean bt rrees ot Tor thie wae|d

After dinner that evening Auwdrey asked, "Did you guys get enough to
&at

| ate way too much,” | said.

"M too,” Sherry said, "Everything was delicious, You must have some
amazing pots and pans.”

The Best
Adventures |,
.'_.ll l.r v

s
mople

F'H:L LIk |- Four batal, boer aporster or Tregl Sir cen book your sdvendun
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The latest cemsus figure for the entire country
of Belize & uncer 400,000 within 8867 square
miiles. 50 you can imagine how difficult it is to
understand how one 75 square-mile site could

BN

May 1019

have howsed half our current population. But,
that's the archaeckapical bellel - that Balire's

L3, v
\ X

russting in the be

occasional roar from nkeys calling
to each ather high abayve the trestops. Wihen
wit rake aur way past the entrance, darkened
by the thick trees, it's to emerge near a few tall
structures, The sight of trees and thelr roots in-
tertwined with the stone edifices is a testament
tathe amaount of Dirme Caraood lay undiscovensd
and untouched. In fact, despite having been
disconversd in 1938 by Roca Mai, 2 logper seek-
Ing mahogany i the Chiguibul Forest, actual
rmapping didn't take place unfil between 1951
vl 1953

Caracol has always been a bit of a myth to
thie Beliean. | have vague memores of getting
to wisit once during my childhood school days
inthe later B0 The lang, bumipy bus rde filled
with eaper, curious children, our teachers asking
us To behdne a5 we itched to clemids even

site from our willage, only rermembering it took
Continued on Page 4

Luxury Vacation Rentals
MNeed Luxury Solutions
Want to know your home's

full redmtal potential?

UtopianLVH.com = (501) 610-3566
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fareser, When we made our way in
a prvate vehicle from Gaia River-
lodge, nothing about the winding
dirt road seemed familiar. Due
to its difficult-to-get-to location,
yigtors 1o Caracol ane encouraged
to get to the ranger look-out sta-
flon bafore 004N, Thers, a few
members of the Belize militany wait
to régister your entrance inlo the
Chiguibw! forest, and accompany
you Tor your safety, That sounds &
lot more daunting than it really s,

but again, distance, lack of secess
to communication, undeveloped
rosds, all mean we ke precau-
tions to get to one of Balize's mone
unigque locales,

Ina Tewe years, this may nol be a5
big an issue, as the Governmant of
Belire recently sgned a loan agres
ment to finance what is known
a4 the Caracal Road Project. The
intent is f0 ensure proper 30Cess
to what could be one of Balize's
larpest attractions in the tourism

Faps 4 My Beautifid Gelioe. A Vigtor's Guide - San Pedm, Ambergris Caye, Befize

indugtry. The hope k& that Belizeand
and visitors alike will be able to
ok in the mapesty of Casns, Be-
lize’s tallest man-made structure
[at 136 feet). For now, we risk
aur private wehicles on untamilear
terrain, driving through a bit of a
potholed secton of dirt road. On
this trip, we're surprised to drive
an patches of paved road, dearly
old and washing away, desply rut-
Ted i Several large pars, but snil
navigable enough, [t'sall worth the

bumps and jumps, a8 we eventu-
ally pull info the parl:lnp_; amea near
the visitor CEnter b MAaks our Wy
through the famed Maya oty of

Caracol
W pary ol 55 Belipean fee at the
entrance, then head inside tha vis-
e cires Do el lEnde ooasa et
Despite not having a guide for our
wigd = @ fest (or my editor Tarmara
and a seoond for me - we make do
with a shaghii breefing throwgh resd-
Continued on Page 5
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ing and shuddying arfifacts on deplay | have a feehing thers wall
be same addimion 1o the informatanal walls when the rosd

calinthe Cayo District with Nam Li Punit in the Todedo District

The sdea that royalty once walked those grounds, command-
ing 200,000 sirong desp indade a forest; well, 1D s0ll gaees Thes
Yucatec hoya womsn chills! How much do we really know
about those who camse befone us T Whene did 200,000 peogpe
just, dispersae to? What caused them to leave, never tometurm
Wl we ever hawe andwers that satsty us? Probably not!
Buf we can res their history by restoring ther temples,
Bpprecianng the work that went milo r'I"I.i!i.il'IE saructures hke
Caana |Sky Place)!

Its & daunting task clarmbering to the topof Casna, but at the
end of many, many steps, the stunning wews ame well worth
the hake, B youw look hand enough |and Know wour geography)
viou can achually see Guatemala to the west, The vistas ane
hunmeng, Bnd sen though there's & Bet of Buffing and puffing.
T e ¢ us off quickly, and we Take aur il of Lorme of
the best wews of Belise,

- nguicring The talbest strmciure, we ane a |ittle unde-
cided where to go. But, as we tend to do, we pick a direction
amd beginwalking. Without a guide, we are left to our cwn de-
vices, exploring the vanous surmounding structunes throughout
the property, We stumble upon a shelter of sorts, and realizs
that there are soime amaging pieces bamely protected from
the elements. I'm remincded that i Belize, you ge1 the REAL
experience, Caracsd is #ll being unearthed, and thene are 5o
ey untold storles st waiting 1o be shared. We crawled
intd dark crevices., W stumbléd on a rmand y melate, we
stood under archwanyt and [I] chazed butterflses through ball
COurts, We ttudeesd stelae and manesed at the plants growing
all around. ‘We decided our next viset vwould indude a guide

; cauld have tachual iInformation o report, but for a

cowery of Caracol, our self-guided tour was perfiect

If you've booked a tour to gat to Caracol, all is set for you.
Jugt be awvare that the drive from 5an [gnacio Town to Caracdd
i abaut two-and-a-half howrs. From the Mountain Pine Ridges
area at Douglas OYSilva Forest Station, its approximately 45
rimetes unbll you reach the Caracol Archasoogical Resere.
Thu gite 15 open o vestors all year round, with speceal et i
potted of case there mey be flaoding on the rosds,

May 1019
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Plovers are generally
smaller than sandpipérs
with shorter, thicker

jw o R o L

By Ternara Sniffin food in the wave action
o Thé Beach,

Om a recent beach
strall just narth af San
Pedrm Town, we enjoyed
B fizesble fMock of Lesit
Sandpipers chasing the
gEntle waves mn séarch of crustataani,
snails, and other marine creatures
It % 8o entértaining watching them
run to and away from the waves as
if they're afrad to get their Test wet!
Sticking out in the crowd were also a
few Samipalmated and Spoatied Plovers
who joined in the beachy banguet
Along theway, we Saw the ususl cast of
feathered characters, but our big treat
Wit watthing a trio of juvenile White
|bis. perusing the beach

wWhinte ibit aré common on Ambarngrs
Caye but are usually seen on the lagoon
Lide of the island within mangrove hab-
itats ar grazing shallow inlets. These
yioaen g binds seemed to be on b midion,
using their long-curved bills to probe
the sand in search af tadly manne life
while enjoying a day on the beach! And
whd can Blame theém?!

It you'd like ta learn mare about birds
theé BAErn App s & gréat redource! Just
post a photo through the app on your
cmartphane and it will 1D the bird!
It"s a very handy and a fast way to
learn more aboul wour néw feathared
friends

TUXEDO RENTALS

There is nothing more relaxing These little beach buddies are a delight to watch, and you
than a stroll onthe beach. There  may wonder just who are these new found feathered friends!
is something about the vast e Lhorebirds, which include Sandpipers, Plovers, and Stilts,
panse of the horizonthat allows are tough to dentify. Ambergris has the Black-necked 5tilt,
your worries to drift over that about six species of plovers and possibly twenty species of
unseen ledge, temporally dis- sandpipers. Most shorebirds are small, like a sparrow or a
appearing from heart and mind.  medium-sized robin, with slender bills for probing in the mud
Along the way. shorebirds often orsand, and slender legs for wading. Hundreds of different pat-
scamper the waterline, escort-  terns on these birds can make it tricky to identify them. Don't
ing you on vour sandy saunter. be discouraged, just try to answer, is it a sandpiper or plover?

For More Information “ﬂﬂ! "'““. : ':';’hf" heip! *‘I‘;:'m‘m; Tussday S;Mhr
on Trips and Overnight Charters: ond Grunal Sciance sxperiments e

1 ik Karscks and mons Sundany 12pm-5pm
011-501-610-0226 g * "“unﬁmua.,mum, |

T T Rpp—— _ optians avail
XsiteBelize@ L ahoo.com .mm.ﬂml:l:' o Jan Cos Mozr - Jon Padro ool Phane §33- 250 demm

Faps § My Deautifid Belioe. A Vigtor's Guide - San Pedmo, Ambergris Caye, Befioe Melasy 2013



id Maka Grande

Pirate’s Mat %o Lacral I
Beacs Bar & Grill

‘At Send
Diive Shop

W grana oot

£2018, Map not to scale

North Ambergris Caye

% s flarry B Bridpe
May 018

FIRATE'S TREASURE - & unigue
dining experience with their
Chef's Table. Watch & Chef
Mar prepares a fresh 3-course
Belizaan measl over a coconu-
hiusk fire while you enjoy refreshing cocktails
and island vibes, Regular Menu always
available without reséervations, 4PM 1o
10PM. GEB-2156.

- CROCS SUNSET SPORTS
w BAR: The newest bar north
g -l of the bridge, with refreshing
Eﬂﬂﬂs cocktails, bar food, killer
sunset views and all the
games on large-screen TVs. Book upstairs
bar for private events, Open fram 1lam
everyday.
e————— T_HE TR I_.H:ll:_ STOP: Btlire':-
nill first shipping container
food park. Come try the
different exciling opllons
from our food trucks, play
backyard games, or coal off with a sundae
from our ice cream shop.

I f B - Bellpean Comfort Foods
\\L_ = and Gourmet Seafood
One Mile Marth af the
Bridge. at the island’s
only Yoga Center. Fresh, is the order of
the day! Gourmet Dishes by Master Chef
loWannie Rowland, menu changes daily
Imparied Wines, Seatood and Pasta, 7 days.

Al TAPA BAR
# RESTAURANT: Beachfront
t dining im a romantic setting.
COne of & kind 5-5tar Tapa
Bar and Restaurant situated
an the enchanting island af Ambergris
Caye. Open all week, SPM-10FM, excepl
an Tuesdays. Open Friday, Saturday &
Sunday for lumch. Call +501-226&-4047 for
reservations.
FORTOFING RESTAURANT
= Enjoy our Eure-Caribbean
inspired menu and spectacular
Caribbean views. Also offering
a full VEGETARIAN Menu. For
Reservations & Free Transportation, please
call 226-5096 or 678-5096.
PIRATE'S NOT 50 SECRET
BEACH BAR & GRILL: The
island’s trending destination;
adventure to SECRET BEACH!
e Spak up the sun or take a dip in
crystal clear shalloaw waters accompanied with
island music, refreshing cocktails, gourmet
luneh maenu By AWARD WINNING CHEF. Credit
Cards Accepted. Open daily 10am to SUNSET!
MAMBO RESTAURANT - Enjoy a unigue
dining experience at this award-winning
restaurant at Matachica Resort. Remantic
atmosphere with island ambience, offering
lecally imspired flavors and meals that will
excile even the most seasoned palate.
Complimentary transportation with
reservations - call 226-5010/226-5011

Yoo Resomr

= T

» - L

i L

PLAY
. MARBUCKS COFFEE
Yy HOUSE - Specialty Coffee
¥ Drinks - both hot & cold;
fresh fruit smoothies and
baked goods. Join us for Thursday
Wine Fun, 4PM-7PM and our delicious
Sunday brunch {with mimosas!).
Located just off the main road in Tres
Cocos, before the Truck Stop. Like us
on Facebook and keep up with the fun!
% THE GREEN PARROT -

~réen Eats and treats. Relax on
(OLETL the patio, sip your favorite
island drink gaze out at
the azure Caribbean Sea, take a dip
in the pool and enjoy our great beach
bar. Friendly staff always on hand 6
miles north of town. Open daily from
SAM-9PM. For complimentary boat
transportation please call 226-5096/
678-5096,

WHITE SANDS DIVE SHOP: A PADI 5
star Dive shop in 5an Pedro Town on
Ambergris Caye teaching scuba diving
and certifying divers, as well as pro-
viding daily Diving and Snorkeling ad-
ventures to the beautiful Belize Barrier
Reef, Scheduled (local) departures are
at 9:00AM, and they pick you up at the

hotel dock. 226-2405.
GROCERY Thi baggest

Fom ki

Ambergres Caye, bocated 4.5 miles Narth of 5an
Pedro Town, it's a must see! Open Everyday
BAM-G6PM, You can call ws ab 226-4250 or alsa
order online at wwwmatagrandegroceny.oom
il DELVER!

MATA GRAMNDE

SuDoku Time! answe

9 7
2 6|7
6[1 9
al | 7] 3
o] | |s
8 6 2
3 2[7
3]2 8
9 1
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bic Balizean Culsime prapared on @, T,
R dishis thal regeasont the dwrsity 7 %
ure. Lumch mery awl daily dinmer
=5t 1IAM - 9PK 206-2121) 280 .
r lecatian! e ke
ENTE: On 1k Bebeh b Sgrndrilt, Calente
staurant serves delicious Cariobean and Mexican
sine. Try our lalisco chicken, or o swesoms
swicha and dioert 5k tha fabulous mangaritas -
lugding giar apecialy griced MARATTAS] Indaar
aveilanle, Locely cwmedfamily run, X0&- X170,
DEAR: BEST PZZAS OM THE IELAMT! Sandbar
% an Fating happy howr special: 31020 wood-
d pizzag and I-or-L rocrd on ek [3-6RM)
d beer and wing sgecials on the weekend {11am-
. Engory yiousr afternocm of evening at the bar,
et o this Beack
EN 500 The Firil Ramen spel in Belined Located
& Pocoloco’s Food Court on Barmier Reef dirive.
lecally scurced and prepared ingredients. Open
unch and dinnear = apen lte on weskands] Far
ik call B08-B0 5,
IGUANA IUAK'S: Tnoughthul surgers, iler vage-
Tasi i, cPeRCry Corhiaib g mons, dersd with am
s=rkectic vibe peerlooking fack Steet! Specisfising
im Aemerican and Cendral dmerican dishes. We're
el Uipstaies, of an Oid Bullding, on a Back Streat,
vl A iied., Cane Find sl

WANGO'S LOUNGE: We are homi 10 the
WORLD FAMODUS CHICKEN DROP! Thursday
nights staring at EPRL Ovink spacials, gamsss
and a0 amazing wiew of the reef. Located om the
Baach ar 1he Sgpinditt Hetel. 21 Pe-2002,

oo A W b s Craike + San Podin, fmiborges Coves, Bl

- - — - -

WANTRUM? GOT IT! 1000 Belzean Rums. Traveliers o iises

Liguors FACTORY U TLET and stowenom! Mome ofwordd
<lids aed awied winining rumi, Whelesale snd rets), %
Daliy complernentany ru m testings of geer 25 products!
www faccbook.comfwanirum §1% Fescador Drve

TH-L1E0 T

PALAPA BAR AND GRILL: Dn the Wt Willy's
Dhmch. Dwaily L Lai = 11pemn. Be ko the inncr-tubes
and Fave wour bucket of ke cold beers lowered
b o CeAdoor seating, awesome smoksd Foad,

T chesaBurgors, sealeod and trogesal drinks and
an astomishing wow!

CRYSTAL AUTD RENTALS - 2 BZ lacations: PRilia 5, Galduan
It rrzbonal Ainport 2rd S Adiles Morthern Mgy, Fres shuttie service
o and from g Beble City affics b anvwhang in Beles Cite Tel: 011-
501-223-1600 Fas: 011-500-22 3-1%00 [direct dalmg from US4 Toll
Frioe i Bl ipe - 0-B00:-F77-FFTT Ertall; resarvrmiona@ondnatbel ipecam
or Wisit our websie o bt Yerystal-belize com

CORASTAL XKPRESS WATER TAK] - Scheduled fermy wervice & water Tasi
foe Arebaipris Cage. Phane 226-3007.

GET TRAMNSFERS - Enecubiess transios and tour Sonvioes ainywiee in
Bk Chtirral, Caceas, Chining R Soaven Mo da bid Gualamaks,
Phong: AZ2-2485 (Fu: 422-3511) or emall: irfo Egetiransers. Com.

RAIN BOW TAN — Caye Caulker golf card; guided fand tours; relizble
iersice, 226-0123 Mirervac 661-6254 or Chame GI2-8136,
ADVERTISE ON OUR MAP!
Rates start at 5150 per month!

For ad rates and story opportunities,
ermail us at;
hello@mybeautifulbelize.com
wwwlmybeautifulbelize.com

Published by
The San Pedro Sun LTI __.t.
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BELIZEAM BREELES u.ﬂ.__n.‘. ﬁ.n__

San Pedra’s ONLY and .. -
ORIGINAL all-natural soap companyl With 7 2= %%
lemations, there's something for everyone. Soaps, o :.ur
bastters, serubs, full facisl lire, Monksy Farts B mors, s
GFTS GALORE, %a-9g, M-5at. 236-4321, Peecador Dy, & Basmer
Rl O,

S
o

BELIZE CMOCOLATE COMPAMNY: The first sver
!-h"_..lﬂ._..-_ chocolate boutigue in Bekre, makes bean to bar
conrasy  Lhooclabe on Armbargna Caye, Bogether with delicicis
trufflas, rasty ot and cold chocolate drinks &nd wnigus

chaooodate gifts. Located on Fromt Street. Call 226 3015,

GRANIEL'S DREAMLAND: Exctic Hard Woods
and Mahegany Products mada kacally, Gift
Iteens, mndoor and cutdeas furniture, cardngs,

and custom-made orders. 'Worldwide
Shipping, Free Delvery to Hotel, Airport or Boat within 1eswm bmits,
276~ 2938, Pescador Deive. praniels draa miand 28y aboo.cam, waos.
grankisdreamandbelize.com Facebook: Gransds Dreamland
- =, "1 iz the only thop in Befize that features only
™ Bl made lusury products & g suitabie far batk
A0 | locals and tourksts, Featuring excusve items from
...... arciand the coundry from soeps & sorobs bo hardbags
B pauces, we chip tame day o
throsaghont Belipe, wwye L2helpe com 670-5772,
HAVAMA CIGARS BELIZE: Our
.ﬂuu__..-if walk-in humidor stodis an over
-._ changing s=lectian of some n_._"
Crg

ha finest hand-made Cigare

fram Cuba, Central America, and
the Caribbean. We also offer an sir-conditioned) % s g i el
irvvaking lounge wath a ful Bar and cald. On Froen
Striel, aonens from Halday Hatel, 2269576 Find [“athes
us on Tripddvisor]
ESLAND DREAM TOURS: Speaalaing in Sursst

and Private Charters — you design your own o
goour] Cruise inchedes wane, fresh fruigs and han
Join the Fun!! G15-9656 Like us on fac=hook. oo

BELIZE AN ARTSOALLERY -
af painlings in Belize, Featuring contemp

realistic warks by |eadeng
* artists. Gald and silwer

E cetamics, fabrics and mon

o 10pm, Deap inside Fida
oo

KIDTOFRIA: Lacated an the sacond floor of
{Unit 413} en Cocenut Drive, dewnlawn San
3 kids _u__.-_....._._u__u_uuﬂ.=. cerber oo children bet
fowr to fourtesn. Open Tussd ays-Saturdays
and on 2urdays from LEPM-SPM.
GEDORGIE'S CRUST & CRUMBS: located irsi
“The Gallery™ of San Pedrg, The Best Gour
Pies frorm the "Pie Oueen™ with First Class Fre
Ingredients alongside The Largest Callection
Pairtings in Belime. 2 1/2 blocks MNorth of
Rourdabout, Ples: 6159327 Ak XiG-4304,
MSITE BELIZE SAILING AND ADVENTIUIRES
liwe aboard calamaran.
For more informaticn o
" LS Salling Trips, One Might Zail
ALTHERTIO Camping & Fishing and K
Day Charters, contact 5
asitebelipe@yahoocaom.

& Lusury
LaSIRENT @ben

EAMER 13
H B ERIRE 1

Dinrss Crisass (Saurmst, Rull=t) Booee Cruiss

Wy 201

E
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This type of structwre is a familiar sight to those Ir'r-n: of tra'.'ehni to EE'II’E, and they come in a
variety of sizes, from small individual ones shading beachside lounge chairs bo massive oneas that
thelter a huge gathering space. In San Padro, the word palapa is guickly associated with one of
our favorite go-to places on the island, the Palapa Bar and Grill

Located on the very popular Boca del Rio Beach, this island mainstay has been entertaining,
feisling and wistiering guests and residents for decades, Maore than bwenty years &2o it was originally
located on the beach north of San Pedro Town, then at a beautiful over-the-water structure in the
samae ared, In Decamber 2015 the land icon moved 1o the Wet Willy"s dock closer o town, and
here she settled into her reputation as an outstanding place to enjoy great service, beawtiful water
and swimiming ares, tasty food, cool libations, and Kland fun, Tragically, Hurricane Earl destroyed
Palapa Bar along with other beachside establishments and docks in August 2016. In trus-to-form
tenacity, ownens Scolt and lodie Hamish along with their dedicated staff worked shoulder to
shoulder to resurrect the island icon, and in a matter of months, Palapa Bar rose from the rublble
even bigger and better (hard to believe] than beforel

There is far more to this
landmark establishment than
exception island hospltality
and what endears her to the
communily | her generous
heart. Dedicated to giving
back to thelr island home,
Palapa Bar hosts countless
fundralsing events each year,
They are espedally imolved
in forming and supporting the
Rickiler Response and Rescue
[Triple R Response] charitable &
organization created to assist
Armbergris Caye in water re-
sponsa and resous, Funds ralsed throwgh fun events like the Ground Hog Dy Boal Poker Run halp
to support the woluntear-based emergency response system that coordinates both American and
lecal communily résources 1o help profect human life on Ambergris Cave, They alio host special
events forthe Ambergris Caye Elementary School Special Bducation Program, 5aga Humana Society
and the Sunshine Schalarship Foundation which provides education funding far underprivileged
children im S5an Pedro.

Be sure to visit this island favorite while in 5an Pedro, soak in their floating inmertubes while
buckets of ice-cold beers are deliverad to you, enjoy the live music they often host, dive into a
debcows burger and marvel at the gorgeous seascape before you. This is one place that gives back
all the kowe it receives, what could be bettar?!

Be sure to check out their website at www palapabarandgrill.com or find them on Facebook at
wywwfaceboolkcom/FalapaBarBelize
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San Pedro Lobster Festival

Mot anly is this the first festival of the season but ' alsothe longest
= 10days kong 1o be exact! First held In 2007, the San Pedro Labster FeQ
i5 all about the food. Your typical kobster on the grill won't cut it at this
festivall From lobster infuted mangartas to lobster Pierog, each year
restauraleurs get rr||-'|_- creative conking up some truly mouthwatenng
creations. This year's festival will kick off on June 13th with a Lionfish
gvenl. [he ofhoal Lobster Cranw| stams on June 15th, when pa MOopants
can wisit participating establishments to get their offical Lobster Fest
padigart stamped. Esch stamp eniitled the passport holder 1o & raffle
ficket 1o enter a grand raffle of a vacanon pad kage har Do [o the San
Pedro Lobster Festival 20300, The fun culminates on June 22nd with
the Annual Block Party at Cendral Park, which sees booths servng up
all manner of culinary delights specialifing in the slar of the evening
the Spiny Lobster! Live entertainment and refreshing drinks keep the
party going till late at night. For more infarmation and a full schedule
of the 5an Pedro Lobster Fest wvisit their website at wwow sanpedralob
LtErfeslcom
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Placencia Lobster Festival

Taking place from June 2152 tothe 23nd, the 215t Annual Mlacen

icia Lob-

eier Fest i allabaun s people. ATundrasing event hedd by the Placenca

Village Council and the Placencia Chapter of the Belze Tourism ndustry
AELociatan, Thes festinl plans a mapar role in sustaining local businesses
duning the slowar tounsm season, The entire communety comas together,
welcoming guaeesis with thes sigmature Placencia hospitaliny!

20 what can you expect at the Placencia Lobster Fest?

wvibrant local art displays, the best af cu

Food galore,
tural enfertainment and one of
the grandest raffles in Belize! The party goes down at the beach beside
Tipsy Tuna Bar and Grill,
there o plenty o

Beeng oull the whole Bemily, a5 at this lestival;
f fun fior the kids (oo, Check out the Placencia Lobster
Fiest's Facebook page Ttar a complete rundown of actiwbes 51 wiww
facebook.comypg/PlacencialobsterfestBalize

Continued on Page 13
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Eellze thsfer Festivals continued from Page 12

cwn:un.nlmlnﬁt« Festive AKA\T % Otiginal

Of the three, Caye Caulker Lobster Festival is the Iﬂ-ngﬁl running.
hiawing first started back in 1994, This three-day event is without a doubt
a PARTY. Each year, organizers hold to their promise of being bigger
and better, and this year should be no different. As it |s the number
ane event celebrated an the island village, residents of Caye Caulker
take pride in dishing out the most festive atmaosphere possible. From
2 pageant to a cook-off and even an all-day, all-night beach party, the
Caye Caulker Lobster Fest has it all!

50 what can you expect when
attending the Caye Caulker Labster
Fest? The first night sees the crow-
ing of Miss Lobster Fest (current
reigning beauty is AMelody drnald],
followed by the official opening cer-
emanies held on Satwnday. Through-
out the diy, one can enjoy displeys
of live lobsters, the weighing in of
the biggest [obster for the weelend
browght in by lecal fishermen, whils
the main town dance B held as the
sun sets and moon rises, The festi-
val ends on Sunday with a colorful | &
powder beach party, lve music, snd | |
enough drinks to quench the island's | I
thist! OF course, thenewill be plenty
to eat throughout the festival. This e
vear's Caye Caulker Lobster Fest is &=
extrn special, as it marks their 25th
Annpersany and will run from June 28th to the 30th. For mone informa-
Hem and a full list of activities check oul their Facebook Page at www,
facebook com/cayecaulkerobsterfest)

A0 three festivals are spectacularly Belipean — and you might be tempt-
ed 1o attend them alll We don't blame you, In fact, take us with youl

We advize evengane that in Balize the Lobster Cloced Fishing Season
rums froem Februaary 158h through June 14. During this time lobster traps
should be remowed from the waters as itis illegal to have or consume
Spiry Lobster. Please ensure that your gudes of fishermen adbere 1o
these rules, as we must ensure there will be labster for many future
festivals to come.
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Eelige celebwiles chocelole lve in The Teledo Dighicl

Across the globe, cultures celebrate a countbess number of things.
Whila many of these annual events are faith-based, others celébrate
harvests, seasons, animaks, plants, celestial events, foods, and even
birer| In Belize, wa oo find much to celebrate and revens, with one of
vy fawarites being the annueal Belize Chocolate Festival. What aworthy
recipient of admiraticn and love! Traditionally held over the Common-
wealth Holiday weekend {mid-May) in PuntaGorda, Toledos District, the
mighty cacao AES chocolate has had its very own festival since 2007

This year the anticipated weekend event kicks-off with their popular
Wine and Chocolate Gala on Friday, May 24th at Garbutt's Marine
starting at TP, Talk about a match made in heaven| Guests enjoy an
evening of mesting Belizean artisans while sampling their exsquisite
chocolates and sipping delicious wine. Tasty appetizers are also served,
and the ambiance is warm with twinkling lights and live music per-
formed by talented Belizean artists. its the perfect evening of mixing
and mingling while indulging in chocolate and chansmatic culture.,

Although chocolate is the star of this event, the festival also celebrates
the many different ethnicities of Belize and their cuftural beliefs. On
Saturday the Taste ol Toledo Street Fair is held along the Front Street
of Punta Gorda overlooking the Caribbean Sea, Chocolatiers, artisans,
vendors, feod merchants, chocolate making demonstrations and beer
tents line the street for several blocks frorm 10am to Spmowhile visitons
hawve fun interacting with the booths, eating great food and enjoying
live haya and Creale music and cultural performances, There are drink
specials and even stage competitions for the pulblic with great prizes to
win. Fun children activities include face painting and a scavenger hunt.

if you plan on attending this super fun festival be sure to book a
rogem soonmer than later, as Punta Gorda Town fills up fast! For more
information, please visit thelr Facebook page at werw. facebook.com)f
BelizeChocolatefestival. Tickets for the Wine and Chocolate Gala can
be at the purchased at the Tourist information Officer on Front Street
in Punta Gorda or contact Charmagne Westhy Ramirez at 722-2531 or
emall btiatoledo@bil.net.
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A Belizean's palate can bedt be described as ‘guite comples’, Wi love
to combine swest, sour and ven hot spices tomake that perfact blend
of favors, Be it braakfast, lunch or dinner, we always want mone for
our food. In fact, even our snacks are EXTRA. One of my favorites that
b that éxploghe taste |s the Chamoyvada — a swaet and spley blended
fruit and ice concoction topped with more seasonal fruit and spices.
Chamoyadas are maostly made by local fruit or smaothie vandors, and
rmake for the perfect snack on a hot afterncon. While a Chamoyada
com be made from g varbety of fruits, such as pinsapplas, watermelans,
tamarinds or strawberries, my personal favorite is the mango cham-
oyadas. Since mango season |s upon us, May and June are my favorite
rmonths to indulge in my cravings!
Of cowrse, if you can't find a vendor, you can aasily make your own
chamoyadas from home. Here is 3 recipe for mango chamoyadas as
e by us!
ingredients:
= Two ripe julcy mangos cut into strips
e
* Chamaoy sauce
[a Meaxican condiment sold
at supermarkets across the
country)
= Tajin powder
[another Mexican condi-
mient sold at supermarkets
across the country)
= Sugar (optional]
Directions: . :
Blend three guarters of the e WERET* Lewe! 1 Award
mango strips with ice and : i i
about Tour tablespoons
of the chamoy sauce. The
result should be at a slushy
like consistency. You may
want to add sugar for extra 39
sweetness. Pour the mix-
ture into a cup, then top
with the remaining mango
slices, a drizzle of chamoy sauce and sprinkle on the tajin povweder. Sip
the ool concoction, or sceop it up with & spoon. There really is no
wrong way to eat up. Enjoyl :
Faps 14 by Beautiful belice, &'Visitor's Guide - San Pedro, &mbengric Caye. Belize Rl 20009
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By Jonelle Cowo

If you're on Ambergris Caye,
chances are, the water called you
here. Who doesn't enjoy belng
out on the cool Caribbean while
taking in the spectacular sights
of Belize’s coastline? | know this
may sound corny, but from the
minute | 58t foot on a boat, my
body and mind nstantly enter
relaxation mode. There is no
betler place for me to be than
on the water.

Of course, there are several
options for a perfect adventure
At sea when you find yoursedl va-
caboming on La lsla Bonita. From
speed boats to catamarans and
even classic sailboats, Belizean
Captains are here to ensure &
remorable trip.

Cne go-to for sailing s Xsite
Belize. They offer customizable
Irips aboard ther 42-foof cats-:
rmaram Miss Faith or their Sailboat
Miss Take. A5 Xsite says “IF we

May 1019

can make [t happen, we will bry!”
Sailing trips are available to top
snorkeling sites such as Hol Chan
Marine Reserve, Shark Ray Alley,
and Coral Gardens.

One of their unigue and fun
trips is their Live Aboard Sailing
Charters — owernight sailing,
camping at one of Belize’s most
beautiful atolls, snorkeling or
diving along the second largest
Barrier Reaf in the world and
even fishing! ¥site takes care of
all the details of the trips from
meals o drinks and even gear.
Their trained captains, crew,
guides and cooks are there to
ensure your trip is memaorable
and completely hassle-free. |
don’t know about you, but that
spunds like an adventure worth
packing for!

For more informabion, be sure
to check out their website at
xsitebelizesailing.com or email
tham at usitebelize@yahoo.com.
Follow them on Facebook @
AsiteBelize as well, to see what
fun special and offers they have.
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Tel: 011-501-226-5010 4
- Reservations: 011-501%
‘info(@matachica.com




